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ed different methods of treatment. M. Cohen has cited a case of
this kind, and M. Lastrilles reported three others, where the credit
of the cure was due exclusively to this management. Whatever
may be the means employed, the patient would do well, to prevent
relapses, to wear a green or blue shade over the eyes. If haemara-
lopia has a constant tendency to return, permission must be obtain-
ed to attach the patient, for a time at least, to the internal service
of the vessel.
EPILEPTIFORM CONVULSIONS IN A PREGNANT WOMAN, APPA-
RENTLY CORRESPONDING WITH THE STRANGLING OF
THE F\l=OE\TUS AND CONSEQUENT DISTURBANCE
OF CIRCULATION OF MOTHER, &c. &c.
[Reported by Henkt A. Martin, M.D., of Koxbury, and communicated to the Boston Society for Medical
Improvement.]
Mus. D., aged 27, of middle stature and fair complexion, last men-
struated at end of May, 1861. On the 6th of January of the present
year, while sitting before the fire, was seized with a convulsion, dur-
ing which, according to the narrative of the family, the limbs were
violently agitated. Dr. Flint, of Koxbury, was summoned, but be-
fore his arrival the patient was again conscious, and apparently in
her ordinary condition. Later on the same evening, she was again
seized in the same manner as before, and the Dft sent for. On his
reaching the patient, sufficient evidence existed, in her condition, of
the grave character of the case ; an emetic (the patient having sup-
ped heartily) and a powerful cathartic were ordered. Both operat-
ed fully and with favorable effect, for no more convulsions occurred
till the evening of the 11th of January, when Dr. Flint, being again
sent for, found her laboring under a violent epileptiform convulsion,
with tendency to coma. The treatment—purgatives and counter-irritation—failed to prevent a frequent recurrence of the attacks
through the night ; towards morning the convulsions ceased, and
were followed by comatose sleep, which continued for several hours.
Dr. Flint continued his attendance for several days, during which,
although the patient's condition seemed to threaten it, no recurrence
of the convulsions occurred, nor was anything heard from the patient
till the first of the present month (March), when Dr. Flint was call-
ed on to attend her in labor ; attendance on another case prevented
his responding to the call, and I was summoned to her aid. I found
that she had been in labor for several hours ; that for about anhour the pains had been quite frequent and severe. On exa-
mination, I found, protruding from the vulva, what, at first, seemed
the bag of membranes, but on further investigation proved to be a
large loose scalp, containing a quantity of fluid, within which could,between the pains, be felt the cranial bones, partially detached, but
still adherent to the pericranium by their lower surfaces; these
bones, particularly the parietals, were forcibly pressed, with each
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expulsive act of tho uterus, against the soft parts of the mother,
and notwithstanding the intervening scalp, produced in this way very
exquisite suffering. 1 broke open the scalp, allowed its fluid con-
tents, which were of u most foetid character, to escape, grasped the
flaccid mass, and, pressing tho bones inward, drew the foetus away,
although with considerable difficulty. The funis was found to be
wound twice, most firmly, around the neck of the child ; and it was
evident from the manner in which the epidermis had been removed
from the parts beneath'the stricture, that this condition of things was
not recent, but of long continuance. I removed the foetus, with the
funis and placenta, without in any way disturbing the relation of tho
cord to the neck. The placenta I found to present the appearance
to which the term " tubercular " has been, somewhat loosely, applied.The offensive odor of the fluid contents of the head, and also that
of the rest of the body, together with the degree of exfoliation of
the epidermis, indicated that death must have occurred at about the
time of the mother's first convulsive seizure (between seven and
eight weeks before).I have presented the foetus, &c., together with this narrative, tothe notice of the Society, because it seemed to me that the possible
connection of the strangling of the child, and consequent sudden
disturbance of the maternal circulation from the entire cessation of
that between the mother and child, with the convulsive seizures, and
perhaps, also, with the condition of the placenta, presented many
and interesting subjects for thought, and not by any means devoid ofpractical interest and value. I refrain from speculating on the mat-
ter, simply offering the specimen and the preceding narrative.
Henry A. Martin.Roxbury, March 10th, 1862.
[The above case was read by Dr. Jackson, and the foetus shown,
with the cord wound twice tightly round the neck, as at the time ofbirth ; also the diseased placenta.]
THE OPHTHALMOSCOPE\p=m-\A REVIEW OF WHAT HAS ALREADY
APPEARED IN ENGLISH UPON IT.
By B. Joy Jeffries, M.D.
[Concluded from page 191.]
It will perhaps be asked, has nothing appeared upon this side of the
water on the ophthalmoscope ? In some of our journals there havebeen occasionally valuable papers—mostly, however, calling atten-tion to it and its results. We wish this had been all. We regret
to say that something further has appeared, with regard to which
our terms must be different from those employed in reference to theEnglish books on this subject.At the 11th annual meeting of the American Medical Association,held at Washington in May, 1858, the Prize Committee awarded a
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